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MINUTES
BEAN PARISH COUNCIL
Monday 13t January 2025
at 7.00pm
at
Bean Village Hall

Members noted that following a resolution passed at the October 2010 Meeting, Item 7, and
in accordance with Standing Orders 12a the Minutes of the previous meeting would be taken
as read.

Present: Cllr. K Clarke, Cllr. D Hammock, Cllr. A Munday (Vice-Chair),
Clir. J Turner-Burgin, Cllr. K Turner-Burgin (Chair), Cllr. S Weeks,
Cllr. T Williams

There were no members of the public present.

Agenda Item

1 Apologies for absence
There were no apologies. All members were present.

2 Declarations of interest
2.1 There were no updates to the Register of Interests
2.2 There were no declarations of interest against an agenda item.
2.2.1 It was noted that Cllr. Hammock sits on DBC Development Board and therefore
will refrain from any discussions or decisions regarding planning matters.

3 Public Participation (L ocal Government Act, s 100)

The council meets and makes its decisions in public. A council meeting is not a public
meeting. It is a meeting held in public and there is no requirement in law which allows
members of the public to speak at such meetings.

However, the council is keen to encourage public attendance at meetings and will therefore
provide an opportunity to local registered electors to show it is committed to community
engagement.

A maximum of 3 minutes is allowed per person to speak and the total length of time
afforded for public participation at each meeting shall be no more than 10 minutes, subject
to an extension of this time, in exceptional circumstances, being agreed by the Chairman.

4 Minutes

4.1 To APPROVE the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 16"
December 2024 that they be received as a true and complete record and that the
resolutions contained therein be deemed to be the resolutions of the Council.

RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the Parish Council held on 16" December 2024 be approved and
adopted as a true record
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5 Items for Consideration
The Chairman announced there were no urgent items to consider received for consideration
since agenda production.
6 Correspondence
The following were noted:
- E-watch Newsletters
- Rural Services network The Rural Bulletin
- Rural Services funding information
- Sponsoring a Community Warden - Free Online One Hour Workshop - for
forwarding to Councillors and members of staff.
The session is free and online and will take place on Monday 20th January at 2pm.
It will last approximately one hour.
This event will be led by Mark Rolfe, Head of Kent Community Protection KCC,
and Shafick Peerbux, Head of Community Safety, KCC.
- Letter from resident stating Formal Opposition to Postponement of Local Elections
and Lack of Public Consultation on Devolution. Cllr. Hammock will respond.
7 KALC/SLCC/NALC
7.1 The role descriptions for Chair and Vice Chair of KALC Area Committees were
noted.
8 Parish Forum
The meeting scheduled for Tuesday 14th January 2025 had been cancelled due to the lack
of business
A request for an update on Devolution had been received and it was understood that this is
something than many of the Parish/Town Councils would like to have more information on.
As a result, DBC are looking to organise a briefing session on the matter. Further
information will follow.
9 GDPR
There were no matters to consider.
10 Consultations
Government Consultation: ‘Strengthening The Standards and Conduct Framework
For Local Authorities in England’
The government is seeking views on proposals to introduce measures to strengthen the
standards and conduct regime for local authorities in England.
SLCC will be making a response to this consultation by the deadline of 26 February 2025.
Any members of SLCC who want to comment or provide information in support of our
response should email these to Michael King, Head of Policy & External Communications,
michael.king@slcc.co.uk by 12 February 2025.
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/strengthening-the-standards-and-conduct-
framework-for-local-authorities-in-england/strengthening-the-standards-and-conduct-
framework-for-local-authorities-in-
england?utm_source=emailmarketing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=news_bulleti
n__18 december 2024&utm_content=2025-01-09
11 Kent Police

There were no matters to consider.
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12 Planning
The following were noted.

12.1 Weekly planning lists from DBC including Planning Decisions taken under
delegated powers

12.2 Weekly planning lists from EDC

12.3 It was noted that the January Development Control Board meeting was cancelled and
replaced by training.

13 Highways
13.1 The following emergency road closures by Thames Water were noted.

- Sandy Lane

- Ashwood Place resulting in diversion via Beacon Drive
- Betsham Road

- Junction of Betsham Road/ Station Road

14 Environmental Issues
There were no matters to consider.

15 Footpaths
There were no matters to consider.

16 Beacon Woods

16.1 Signage advising new parking arrangements have been placed at the Country Park
and on Facebook and BPC and Beacon Wood websites.

16.2 Members noted the breakdown for the works at Beacon Woods, including the
extended scope of works. The contractor has been instructed to proceed with the
installation of the bollards on the verging at the entrance to the park as soon as
possible.

17 Recreation Facilities

17.1 The following approved work will commence on 20" January 2025
BPC/22-23/15 - £3,059 + VAT
Approximately 15m of 3m high 868 rebound mesh fencing to be installed
Existing weldmesh fencing to be taken down and removed from site
Fencing to be installed along the existing fence line
Installation of drop bolt and sleeves
Removal of concrete base and metal adjacent to the allotment fencing

BPC/22-23/16 — £150.00 + VAT
Installation of litter bin.

18 Bean Village Hall

18.1 Rodent activity in the loft spaces
Squirrels have been found in the two loft spaces. Strobe lights to deter them have
been installed. Unfortunately, there are a large number of access points which would
need to be blocked to prevent all access. Costs to secure the roof space to be
obtained for the work to be carried out during the summer break.

19 Allotment Association
There were no matters to consider.
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20 Residents’ Association

20.1 The Minutes of the meeting held on 2" December 2024 were noted.

20.2 The agenda and supporting papers for the meeting on 6" January 2025 were noted.

20.3 Members considered the request from Bean RA for BPC to support their request to
KCC for a Width Limit on B255 through Bean. Members were aware that KCC no
longer supports new traffic calming measures on B roads and that any physical width
restrictions would impact not only emergency services but vehicles legally accessing
Cherwell Farm and therefore could not support the request.

21 Finance
21.1 Balance as at 31 December 2024 on all accounts
Bean Parish Council

Reserve Account 19,598.31
Current Account (No. 1 account) 2,680.79
Petty Cash 17.66
TOTAL 22,296.70
Bean Village Hall
Current Account (No. 2 account) 14,040.61
Petty Cash 20.04
TOTAL 14,060.65

21.2 Bank and Scribe reports up to 31 December 2024
The following were received and discussed:

- Co-op Bank transactions on all accounts 1- 31 December 2024

- Bank reconciliation on all accounts as at 30 November 2024 and 31 December 2024
were agreed and signed

- Monthly breakdown of receipts and payments

- Net position by cost centre and code

- Receipts and payments forecast

- Summary of receipts and payments all cost centres and codes

- Cost centre year comparisons

21.3  Bean PC Capacity Building Funds
The Capacity Building Funds held by SAH&H on BPC’s behalf were returned in
full to BPC on 27 December 2024

21.4  Village Hall staff hourly rate review for the period April 2025 — March 2026
Members discussed the Government’s published increase in the minimum wage of
6.7%

RESOLVED:
That in line with the 6.7% increase in the hourly minimum wage the Council would
approve an increase on the current hourly rate of 6.7% for Village Hall staff.

21.5 The Co-operative Bank is now part of the Coventry Building Society family.
As they start to bring the two organisations together, we will be kept updated with
everything we need to know. The two banks are still going to operate as The Co-
operative Bank and Coventry Building Society for the time being. This means there
will be no impact to our products or on the way we use their services at the
moment.
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It was noted that Cllr. Hammock declared that he would take no part in the discussions or
decision making regarding the following item.

21.6 CPRE membership

RESOLVED:

That Bean Parish Council would renew membership at a cost of £104 plus an additional
£24.00 which would help the local CPRE Kent Group and help train volunteers in tree
and hedgerow surveying, laying and planting.

22 Items of interest
22.1 Chair’s Items - none
22.2 Borough Councillor’s Items - none
22.3 Members’ Item — none
22.4 Clerk’s Items
The Clerk’s report was noted.

There being no further business the Chair closed the meeting at 8.15 pm
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