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MINUTES 

BEAN PARISH COUNCIL 

Annual Meeting part 2 

Monday 20th May 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21 Community Rural Warden    

21.1   Members noted the Community Warden’s report which confirmed that she is 

          continuing to respond to referrals from SECAM, Social Services, Kent Police and 

          Trading Standards regarding welfare and safeguarding concerns of vulnerable 

          residents. The CW provides a visible presence in Bean allowing time to engage with 

          residents. This allows the community to voice any concerns and where possible the 

          CW can help resolve them. Raising awareness of scams and door stop crime is also of 

          high importance.  

 

          Bean Community Hub 

Residents continue to attend ‘Bean Together’ and enjoy being able to socialise. They 

had a visit from Kent Police which gave residents the opportunity to voice concerns 

and provide intel. 20th May we have the pleasure of Kent Fire and Rescue attending 

and giving a detailed talk on fire safety. The Clerk will also be introducing the ‘Kent 

Advice Hub’ which we hope will be a success and a useful tool for your residents.  

 

Issues raised during Visible Presence 

• Continued complaints of bikes, small 4x4s and quads. All riding through the 

woods and onto the paths and roads. I have continued to inform residents to report the 

concerns as this will help to increase police presence in the area. 

• Sandy Lane Path – Bikes are using all areas of the woodland to come out 

onto the path which is creating a muddy mess and trees/bushes to fall onto the 

footpath. I have reported the fallen trees to KCC customer services and they have 

confirmed this is not their land. 3rd May I contacted Highways via online service and 

they confirmed the footpath is maintained by the local authorities. 3rd May contacted 

DBC and they believe it is private land and therefore the responsibility of the land 

owner. 

This situation remains unresolved. 

• I have handed out leaflets for the ‘Kent Advice Hub’.  

 

RESOLVED: 

That the Parish Council proceeds with the purchase of a 6-digit padlock to secure the 

vehicular gate to Sandy Lane North to prevent unauthorised access and/or fly-tipping 

and that a notice advising the Council’s contact details are attached to the gate. 

 

22 Correspondence 

The following were noted and discussed: 

- The Dartford Local Plan to 2037 was adopted by the Dartford Borough Council on 

the 22 April 2024. The adopted Dartford Local Plan guides growth and development 

in Dartford Borough and sets strategic priorities, objectives and policies for 

planning applications in the Dartford Borough. 

- Community Forum News  

- Invitation to join the Rural Village Services Group. Membership £50 +VAT  
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RESOLVED 

That the Council subscribes to the Rural Village Services Group at a membership fee of 

£50 + VAT   

 

23 KALC/SLCC/NALC 

The following were noted. 

- KALC April and May news 

- KALC Bulletin 29 April 2024   

- NALC Newsletter 10 April, 1, 8 May  

- NALC Chief Executives Bulletin 11, 18, 25 April, 2, 9 May  

 

24  Parish Forum 

No matters to consider at time of publication 

 

25 GDPR 

No matters to consider at time of publication  

 

26 Consultations  

No matters to consider at time of publication 

 

27 Kent Police 

27.1   Members received a verbal report from Cllrs. Clarke, Weeks and Willams on the 

          Police attendance and presentation at Bean Together. Members noted that the police 

          officer assigned to cover Bean is PC Jessie Maffia and that residents are urged to 

          report all crimes, either via the website or 111. 

27.2   The Police & Crime Commissioner’s Spring newsletter 2024 was noted. 

 

28 Planning 

It was noted that Cllr. Hammock sits on DBC Development Control Board and therefore 

took no part in the discussions and decisions regarding the following planning matters. 

 

The following were noted 

28.1   Weekly planning lists from DBC including Planning Decisions taken under 

           delegated powers  

28.2   Weekly planning lists from EDC 

 

28.3    EDC/24/0017 

           Display of 4 non-illuminated free-standing advertising boards on roundabout 

           The Roundabout on The Junction of Watling St, Bean Lane and B225 

           Watling Street, Dartford, Kent. DA9 9SX 

 

            Application refused.  

 

Members considered  

28.4    24/00438/FUL 

            Royal Oak Cottage 

            33 School Lane 

            Bean 

  

            Erection of a single storey rear extension and front porch  

            No objections or comments  
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28.5    DA24/00048/FUL 

           48 Foxwood Road 

           Bean, DA2 8BH 

           Erection of single storey front extension 

 

            Bean Parish Council has no objection to the proposed extension but would 

            point out that, at the front of the house, it will cover an existing man-hole cover 

            which allows access to the drainage system. In neighbouring properties, the 

            removal of this access to the drainage system by permanently covering the 

            man-hole has caused serious problems. 

 

28.6    DA/24/00166 

           Land South of Foxhounds Lane, East of Park Corner Road Southfleet Kent 

           Construction and operation of a 300MW Battery Storage system and all 

infrastructures inclusive of approximately 140 battery containers, 140 invertors, 70 

transformers, access roads, external fencing, CCTV IR security monitoring, storage 

facility, substation, internal track and hard surfacing. 

 

            Bean Parish Council fully supports Southfleet Parish Council's objections 

regarding this application and strongly objects to the application, as the 

benefits do not outweigh the impact on the local community and openness of 

the Green Belt. 

 

1. We understand that this is the third application for battery storage facilities 

within the Green Belt in the parish, all of which Southfleet Parish Council 

has strongly objected to. The land in question is agriculture land thus 

requiring a 'change of use' and this Council does not consider the 

application qualifies as 'very special circumstances' to permit this change.  

2. Development of this type and magnitude is not consistent with Green Belt, 

Conservation Area or Dartford Borough Council's own policy to protect the 

Green Belt. There is no coherent strategy to support biodiversity net gain. 

3. The proposed development is industrial in nature and would lead to an 

unacceptable cumulative impact on the character of the landscape. It would 

detract from both the amenity and environmental qualities of the area and 

is likely to lead to a permanent change of use of the land from farming to 

industrial. We understand that representations from parishioners at a 

Southfleet Parish Council meeting on the 7th May have shown it does not 

have their support. 

4. Scheduled Monument site: The proposal is close to the site and the area has 

benefited from rare archaeological finds. 

5. Noise and light pollution associated with both its construction and future 

operation risk affecting the parish. Furthermore, there is a risk that waste 

material from the development's construction could potentially leak into 

either the soil or water supply.  

6. Battery storage units and related equipment are well documented to be a 

fire hazard thus requiring access for emergency vehicles at all times. This 

land is accessed by one rural Lane (Foxhounds Lane), which if resulting in 

a road lane closure would hinder emergency services. 
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29 Highways 

29.1   Updated HIP 

          The updated HIP was received and the following noted: 

- Reflects the completion of the installation of bollards on Bean Hill 

- ATC on Bean Hill. Members considered that the proposed siting of the ATC was 

too near a speed hump and that motorists would have slowed down. Clerk instructed 

to request a change of location. It was also noted that the speed limit referred to was 

incorrect and that the speed limit is 20mph and not 30mph. Members still favoured 

the installation of a flashing 20mph signs  

- Replacement of missing bollards in School Lane  

29.2    Lorry Watch 

            Further information can be found at 

            https://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-   travel/travelling-around-kent/lorries-and-  

hgv/lorry-watch  

 

            Members discussed at length the implementation of Lorry Watch in the Village and 

            considered that it was a bureaucratic process which had no resolution or positive 

            outcome with no enforcement and with the possibility that a decision may be taken 

            with some cases not to process for further action. 

RESOLVED: 

That, at this time, Bean Parish Council do not wish to proceed with requesting the  

implementation of Lorry Watch for Bean Village.    

        

29.3     National Highways site walkover 15 February 2024 

            The updated minutes were noted. 

 

30 Environmental Issues 

No matters to consider at time of publication 

 

31 Footpaths 

The Parish Office has received a number of complaints regarding the overgrown condition 

of a number of the local footpaths, in particular DR 23 (School Lane to High Street) and 

lower end of DR22 (Drudgeon Way to High Street). These complaints have been forwarded 

by the Parish office to the PROW and the complainants have been given details on how to 

submit complaints regarding footpaths directly to KCC. 

 

32 Beacon Wood 

32.1   Lease with Tarmac 

          The Parish Council has been contacted by the solicitors acting on behalf of Tarmac  

          Cement and Limes Ltd confirming that they are in the process of producing a lease 

          largely based on the original arrangement that the Council had with Lafarge Cement 

          UK Ltd dated 2 August 2011. 

          Members expressed their concern regarding the time it is taking to progress the  

          production of a new lease and instructed the Clerk to pass their concerns to Tarmac. 

 

32.2   Friends of Beacon Wood  

          The report on the current status of Friends of Beacon Wood was noted together with 

          the proposals to increase the profile of the group and its work and to encourage both 

          local residents and visitors to the Country Park to join the group. The proposals were 

          agreed and it was further suggested that the school be asked if information 

          advertising the work of the ‘Friends of’ group could be included in the book bags. 

 

https://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-%20%20%20travel/travelling-around-kent/lorries-and-%20%20hgv/lorry-watch
https://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-%20%20%20travel/travelling-around-kent/lorries-and-%20%20hgv/lorry-watch
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33 Recreation Facilities 

33.1   Fencing Repairs 

          The fencing repairs as detailed in agenda item report were discussed. 

 

RESOLVED: 

That the vegetation be removed and the 6 posts holding the fencing adjacent to 1 Annie’s 

Cottage be cut down at ground level and the fencing re-supported with new supports 

positioned from the rec. at a cost of £200 + VAT for the removal of the vegetation plus 

£600 +VAT for the re-supporting of 6 posts. 

 

That, the repairs to the fencing behind the goal mouths be carried out on the grounds of 

Health & Safety and that as the work will be carried out at the same time as the repairs to 

the Annie’s Cottage boundary fencing there will be no charge.  

 

           It was further noted that the Vehicular Main Gates have ‘dropped’ making opening 

           and closing difficult and one of the ‘drop bolts’ has been removed. The right-hand  

           post will be re-positioned which will make adjustments easier and the missing drop 

           bolt will be replaced. There may be a charge for the drop bolt but the re-positioning 

           of the right-hand post will be at the contractor’s cost as they originally installed the 

           gates. 

 

           Members discussed the fencing adjacent boundary with allotments which 

           has been leaning over for some time. This is mainly due to people, in the past, 

           climbing the fencing from the rec. side to gain access to the allotments to retrieve 

           balls. The lean has been observed for some years but the fencing appears to be strong 

           and not in danger of falling over. 

 

RESOLVED 

That, at the present time, no remedial work to take place to the fencing adjacent to the 

allotments. 

 

33.2    Litter bin bases 

           Clerk to arrange for redundant litter bin bases to be removed and a new litter bin  

           purchased to replace the damaged bin near to the basketball hardstanding. 

 

34 Bean Village Hall 

34.1   Wooden Storage Shed 

           Members discussed at length the purchase and installation of a wooden shed in rear 

           garden for use by the pre-school. Examples of recommended sheds were discussed 

           and it was agreed to meet with representatives from the pre-school to discuss 

          options. 

34.2    Christmas Childrens’ Party  

           Members discussed the attached report noting that it would be a free 2-hour party  

           including party games, sit down party food, Santa’s grotto, small gift bag for every 

           child. 

           It will take place on Saturday 7th December 1pm - 3pm and will be limited to 50 

           children ages between 2 and 8 (possible stretch limits for siblings) 

           Volunteers will be needed to form a small group to plan, set up and run the event 

          (advertising and admin of tickets, attendees etc) 

          Food donated by parents from a defined list or via local supermarkets 

           Expenditure: 

          Gift bags (approx £1.50 per child) 
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          Santa and grotto - FOC 

          Decorations for village hall 

 

RESOLVED: 

That the Parish Council organises a Christmas Children’s Party on Saturday 7th 

December, 1-3pm, for a maximum of 50 children aged between 2 and 8. All costs not 

covered by donations will be covered as per budget approved at January 2024 meeting. 

 

35 Allotment Association 

35.1   The National Allotment Society has advised that new rules were introduced on 6 

October 2020, as part of the UK’s implementation of the Fifth Money Laundering 

Directive.  There has been a delay in the rollout of HMRC’s upgrade of the TRS 

register. Now the Money Laundering and Terrorist Financing (Amendment) 

Regulations 2022 have extended the scope of the TRS to cover (almost) all UK 

express trusts and some non-UK express trusts, in existence on or after 6 October 

2020. Where Associations have a lease or management agreement with the local 

council or a private landowner under the above legislation, they will need to register 

with HMRC. The Bean Allotment Association Standing Committee have met to 

discuss this the Clerk will assist in the registration process. The 2 current Trustees 

have kindly agreed to remain as Trustees, until the AGM in November, for the 

purpose of registration. Trustees will then be elected annually at the AGM.   

 

36 Residents’ Association   

It was noted that no meeting took place in May due to Bank Holiday.  

The litter pick report 18 April and comments made to EDC of increase in Housing and 

decrease in Office Space were noted. 

Next meeting 3rd June at 8.15pm topic ‘EDC – Highways and Infrastructure’. Members 

considered the RA’s invitation for the meeting to be advertised as a joint meeting organised 

by BRA and BPC but members reflected that they would prefer to attend as private 

individuals and therefore declined the invitation. 
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Finance 

37.1 Bank and Scribe reports up to 30 April 2024 

            The following were noted. 

- Co-op Bank transactions on all accounts 1- 30 April 2024 

- Bank reconciliation on all accounts  

- Monthly breakdown of receipts and payments 

- Net position by cost centre and code   

- Receipts and payments forecast 

- Summary of receipts and payments all cost centres and codes 

- Cost centre year comparisons 

 

37.2    Balance as at 30 April 2024 on all accounts        

            Bean Parish Council    

Reserve Account  9,061.49 

Current Account (No. 1 account) 10,888.25 

Petty Cash  42.66 

TOTAL 19,992.40 
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           Bean Village Hall 

Current Account (No. 2 account) 15,372.37 

Petty Cash 1.62 

TOTAL 15,373.99 

       

38 Items of interest 

38.1   Chair’s Items  

          None 

38.2   Borough Councillor’s Items 

          None 

38.3   Members’ Items 

          None  

38.4   Clerk’s Items 

          The Clerk had received a request by a dog owner to place a memorial plaque or 

          bench within Beacon Wood in memory of a recently departed dog. Members 

          discussed the request and considered that memorials on Parish Council land would 

          not be considered unless granted at the Parish Council’s discretion in exceptional  

          circumstances. Unauthorised memorials would be removed. 

          The Clerk was instructed to draw up a Memorials Policy, reflecting the members’ 

          discussions, for approval.     

                            

  

 

 

There being no further business the Chair closed the meeting at 9.30pm 

 

 

 

Chair  ………………………………………               Date ……………………………………… 


