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MINUTES
BEAN PARISH COUNCIL
Tuesday 11t April 2023
at7.30 pm
at
Bean Village Hall

This meeting was moved to Tuesday 11™ April as Monday 10" April was Easter Monday

Present: Cllr. C Bates, Cllr. K Burgin (Chair), Cllr. K. Clarke, Clir D Hammock,

Clir A Munday Cllr. S Weeks

Mrs J Becket (Clerk)

Three members of the public were present.

Members noted that following a resolution passed at the October 2010 Meeting, Item 7, and
in accordance with Standing Orders 12a the Minutes of the previous meeting would be taken
as read.

Agenda Item

Apologies for absence
None, all Councillors were present

Declarations of interest
2.1 There were no updates to the Register of Interests
2.2 There were no declarations of interest against an agenda item.

The Chair, ClIr. Burgin proposed, seconded by the Vice-Chair, Cllr Munday, that the order
of business be changed for this meeting to take questions from the public before proceeding
with agenda item 3 and the remainder of the agenda.

RESOLVED:
That item 26, Questions from the Public, be taken before conducting agenda item 3 and
the remaining business as set out in the agenda.

26.

Questions from the Public
Members attention was drawn to:
e The blocked manhole/gulley opposite the Black Horse which is causing flooding
during heavy rain
o Dirty traffic islands and road signs and road signs obscured by vegetation.
e Poorly filled in potholes

The clerk will contact Highways regarding the above and advised that complaints
regarding the poor repairs of potholes have been made by Council to Highways.

e Heavy traffic along the High Street including HGVs and coaches
e The parking of cars on pavements causing obstruction for pedestrians
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e Parking on either side of High Street which in some sections reduces the High Street
to a single carriageway road.

e Lack of parking for residents in the High Street, particularly the section between the
Black Horse and the Village Hall

Councillor Hammock advised that he had been in contact with DBC’s Transport
Planner highlighting areas in Bean which are experiencing severe traffic and parking
problems and these have been visited by the Transport Planner both during the day and
evenings. These areas include the junction between Beacon Drive and Drudgeon Way,
corner of Turner Road and the High Street. With respect to parking, as previously
advised, it would not be possible to issue residents’ parking only to the section of High
Street between the Black Horse and the Village Hall due to the lack of space. Council
was aware that in the past the owners of the Black Horse had permitted some resident
parking in their car-park and Council will contact the current owners to see if any
arrangements could be made for some residents to park there.

8pm The members of the public left the meeting.

3. Minutes

3.1 To APPROVE the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Monday 13" March 2023
that they be received as a true and complete record and that the resolutions contained
therein be deemed to be the resolutions of the Council.

RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the Parish Council held on 13" March 2023 be approved and
adopted as a true record

4 Matters Arising
4.1 Local Elections May 2023
4.1.1 The Statement of Persons nominated for Bean Parish Council was noted. This
Election is uncontested with 6 Councillors elected for the 7 positions.

4.2 Coronation Day
4.2.1 Commemorative Mugs
Unfortunately, out of the 288 mugs ordered 3 were ‘spoiled” and a further 11
had been damaged in transit. It was not possible to request 14 replacements as
the minimum production run is 36. Council have been credited for the 14
mugs.

Mugs were handed out to Scout Leaders and scouts on their last meeting date.
It was agreed to suggest to the school that the mugs be handed out on
Friday 5" May

5 Announcements from the Chair

The Chair advised members that Cllr. Bates would not be seeking re-election in the
forthcoming elections and that this would be her final meeting as a Councillor for Bean
Parish. Clir Bates joined the Parish Council in May 2007 and the Chair thanked her for her
many years of work for the village and for her support as a Councillor and said that she will
be missed by both the Council and residents alike. ClIr Bates was presented with flowers.
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6 Community Rural Warden

6.1 It was noted that ‘Warm Space/Community Space’ sessions were held on 6" and 20"
March and the next session will take place on 17™ April.

6.2 Cllr Clarke advised that Council will be receiving a proposal from the Community
Wardens regarding the future of Bean Together. Members suggested that, if
convenient for the Community Wardens, Wednesday afternoons would be a more
suitable day to hold the sessions from a hall availability view but were also happy to
continue with Mondays. Clir. Clarke will continue to liaise with the Wardens.

7 Correspondence

The following were noted.

- Rural Bulletin 14, 21, 28 March. 4 April
- Rural Funding bulletin — April edition
8 KALC/SLCC/NALC

The following were noted.

8.1 NALC Chief Executive’s bulletin 17, 24, 31 March 2023

8.2 NALC March newsletter

9 Parish Forum
The following communication from DBC was noted
Following the advent of Purdah on 17 March 2023, the above meeting scheduled for
Tuesday 4 April 2023 has been cancelled on the authority of the Head of Paid Service and
Director of Corporate Services.
10 GDPR

No matters to consider at time of publication
11 Consultations

No matters to consider at time of publication
12 Kent Police

12.1 Kent PCC Spring edition of the Newsletter was received and noted.

12.2 It was noted that Kent Police is currently transitioning to a new neighbourhood
Policing model. Kent Police consider that the basis for this should be a very positive
move for all wards within the borough.

In early June, they will be launching their new model, this will see the borough gain
13 police officers who will perform the role of ward-based beat officers. This is a
direct replacement of the 13 PCSOs that they have previously had. This takes
advantage of the officer uplift provided by the government. They will be further
supported by the current Community Policing Team being rebranded as the
Neighbourhood Task Force and being bolstered by 4 PCSOs in addition to the current
4 police officers within the team.
Further, the model will see the formation of a Child Centred Policing Team that will
support the CSU with diversion and engagement work.

13 Planning

The following were noted.

13.1 Weekly planning lists from DBC including Planning Decisions taken under
delegated powers

13.2 Weekly planning lists from EDC
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Members considered the following applications.
13.3  23/00347/FUL

96 Beacon Drive, Bean
Erection of a single storey rear extension with balcony, facade alteration, re-
location of entrance and additional roof lights in side elevation

No objection

13.4  23/00235/FUL
1 Annie Cottages, High Street.
Erection of a part one, part two storey rear extension, garage conversion and new
outbuilding

Objection

The Council considers that the proposed extension, together with the proposed
outbuilding, is over intensification of the plot.

The Council also notes that the location of the outbuilding as shown on the
drawings is incorrect as the NE garden boundary fence, adjacent to the allotments,
has, by the previous owners, been moved towards the house. We believe this was
done to conceal from the owner's view a section of the garden which had been used
as a dumping ground and, with the re-positioning of the fence, is now blighting a
section of the allotments.

13.5  23/00291/FUL
7 Foxwood Road
Erection of a two storey side extension and dormer window in rear roof slope in
connection with providing additional rooms in the roof space

No objection

It was noted that permission has been granted for the following applications
13.6  23/00065/FUL

17 Bramble Avenue Bean Kent DA2 8BP

Erection of a part one / part two storey rear extension

13.7 23/00058/FUL
3 Ashwood Place Bean Kent DA2 8BD
Provision of a vehicle crossing onto B255

14

Highways
14.1 Temporary Road Closure - Park Corner Road, Southfleet - 17th April 2023

for 5 days was noted.
14.2 It was noted that the clerk has reported the potholes in High Street/Bean Lane and

the further deterioration of the speed humps.

15

Environmental Issues

15.1 The dog bin on the barrier to the entrance to Beacon Woods new steps is on the DBC
schedule for repair and re-securing using metal straps.

15.2 Fly-blown litter on the verges of Southfleet from junction with School Lane to cross-
roads with Highcross urgently requires clearing before the vegetation starts to
regrow. DBC have advised that due to lack of footpath it is too dangerous for the
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operatives to litter pick without the road being closed. The clerk has requested that
DBC request a temporary road closure from KCC to permit the work to be carried

out.
16 Footpaths
16.1 DR20
The Chair reported that the discharge of effluent onto DR20 has not been resolved.
Clerk to contact DBC for an update.
17 Beacon Woods
17.1 Queen’s Green Canopy
Trees have been planted
17.2 Lease with Tarmac
CONFIDENTIAL ITEM — moved to end of meeting
RESOLVED
That Bean Parish Council proposes that the length of the new lease be set at 20
years with a review after 10 years.
17.3 Kent Wildlife Trust
It was noted that Tarmac, as landowner, have given Kent Wildlife authorisation to
conduct a Wildlife Site Survey at Beacon Woods on the proviso that Bean PC is
provided with a copy of the completed survey.
18 Recreation Facilities
18.1 Anti-Climb roller
Requires re-positioning on top of the yellow gate. Contractor has been informed and
has confirmed remedial work will take place.
18.2 Play Place
Are looking to build on their successful sessions of last year but this time on a
Tuesday 3 — 5 pm, starting after the Easter holidays and are also hoping to work with
the primary school.
18.3 Park Supervisor salary review
CONFIDENTIAL ITEM — moved to end of meeting
19 Bean Village Hall
19.1 To receive the Minutes of the Village Hall Committee Meeting held on 3" April 2023
CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS — moved to end of meeting
19.2 To review hire rates for Bean Village Hall
19.3 Caretaker and cleaner salary review
20 | Allotment Association
It was noted that a plot inspection with an Independent Inspector has been scheduled for
15" April.
21 Residents’ Association

22.1 Minutes of March meeting were received and noted.
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22.2 The agenda for the April meeting was received and noted. Cllr Hammock attended
the meeting on 3™ April and gave a brief summary of what was discussed which
was predominantly the poor condition of the High Street Road surface and the
problems with parking in the village.

22 Spirit’s Rest

Volunteers continue to be kept very busy. Children with special needs are now visiting the
centre and are very welcome. Two toilets have arrived and are awaiting plumbing in. With
the arrival of the toilets and having running water the site is now looking to provide tea and
coffee for visitors and helpers. A new business on the estate has expressed an interest with
working with the sanctuary and have offered to install some urgently needed stock fencing.

23 Finance
23.1 Bank and Scribe reports up to 31 March 2023
The following were received and noted.
- Co-op Bank transactions on all accounts 1- 31 March 2023
- Bank reconciliation on all accounts
- Monthly breakdown of receipts and payments
- Net position by cost centre and code
- Receipts and payments forecast
- Summary of receipts and payments all cost centres and codes
- Cost centre year comparisons

23.2 Balance as at 31 March 2023 on all accounts
Bean Parish Council

Reserve Account 15,006.02
Current Account (No. 1 account) 616.85
Petty Cash 62.66
TOTAL 15,685.53
Bean Village Hall
Current Account (No. 2 account) 21,559.62
Petty Cash 132.37
TOTAL 21,691.99

23.3 KALC Membership 2023-24

RESOLVED:
To renew membership of KALC for the year 2023-24 at a total cost of £571.30

24 Changes to Standing Orders
In accordance with the Internal Auditor’s recommendation the following be added to the
Council’s Standing Orders

RESOLVED
That the following be added to Bean Parish Council’s Standing Orders

USE OF COUNCIL EMAIL ADDRESSES

All members should use council supplied emails to provide security of information,
authenticity for the sender and also so that the Proper Officer has control of the emails
system allowing them to add/delete accounts and associated content when members join
and leave.
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25

Items of interest

25.1

25.2
25.3

25.4

Chair’s Items — members were reminded of the emergency alert to all mobile phones
which will take place at 3pm on Sunday 23" April.

Borough Councillor’s Items — no items.

Members’ Items — 1) Would it be possible to have 20mph flashing signs near to the
School? 2) Coronation bunting will be displayed over the weekend 29" /30" April
Clerk’s Items — no items

27

EXCLUSION OF PRESS & PUBLIC

To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the following items of business on
the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in
the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, Section 1(2).

CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS

Members are in receipt of supporting documentation for the following items

17.2

18.3

19.2

19.3

Lease with Tarmac

All members were in receipt of the recent email communications between the
Clerk and Tarmac regarding the renewal of the lease for beacon Wood Country
Park.

RESOLVED
That Bean Parish Council proposes that the length of the new lease be set at 20
years with a review after 10 years.

Park Supervisor’s salary review

RESOLVED
That following careful consideration the Park Supervisor’s salary and hours
be increased in accordance with the supporting documentation.

Proposed hire Fees & Charges for Bean Village Hall from 1 September 2023
All members were in receipt of the Hall Management Committee Minutes of
3" April 2023 which included a matrix of neighbouring parishes’ charges for hall
hire and a proposal for new hire charges for all users from 1 September 2023

RESOLVED:

That the proposal for new hire fees as detailed in the Confidential Hall
Management Committee Meeting Minutes of 3" April 2023 together with the
supporting documentation be agreed and that hirers be advised that the hire rates
will be reviewed on an annual basis in April each year for implementation from
15t September of the same year.

Caretaker and cleaner salary reviews

All members were in receipt of the Confidential Hall Management Committee
Minutes of 3 April 2023 which included a review of the Caretaker and Cleaner
salaries with a recommendation that an increase in their hourly rates be agreed,
backdated to 1% April 2023.

RESOLVED:
That the hourly rates of the Caretaker and Cleaner be increased as per the
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recommendation of the Hall Management Committee at the meeting held on
34 April 2023 and that the increase be backdated tolst April 2023.
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